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No Spring 2021 Colony Meeting 
With the continued virus concerns and unknown government regulations on in-

door gatherings, the officers and board have decided there will be no spring 
meeting.  

Society of  Mayflower Descendants in the State of  Ohio 

It is always nice to have people with you and help you. Here are examples that 
will help you:   

A. The Surgeon's report that gives ideas to help children and you in this time of 
virus stress (Watch for her article in the soon-to-be-distributed state newslet-
ter) 

B. The opportunity to be with those who have our common interests. (Again in 
the State newsletter and this newsletter, watch for information on attending the 
commemoration of our Pilgrims' first Thanksgiving)  

C. The chance to help an organization grow. Look for the cookbook project info 
in this newsletter and your email of 2/21. Consider this and other ways you 
can help with Toledo Colony business.  

Certain activities have been affirming to me:  

A. People who attend our Toledo Colony meetings   

B. The officers and colony board who are overworked  

C. Those who volunteer to do short-term jobs for the colony. Recently Ed Traf-
ford has helped a prospective member with a very difficult ancestral search. 
Heather Reichert is available also to help.  

D. Those who will try new relationships, like attend the Thanksgiving commem-
oration this coming October   

E. Those who spread the history of Mayflower, like Caroline Longardner. She 
writes articles for The West Bend News, a newspaper in Paulding, OH, that 
serves Good News for Good Communities in Northwest Ohio and Northeast 
Indiana. Her six-part article on our Pilgrims can be found at 
www.westbendnews.net. The News runs information about Mayflower more 
consistently than any other newspaper in our colony area. Thank you! 

F. People who note their appreciation for the work we do. Jackie Sautter, long-
time member and past Lt. Governor of the colony, writes me a letter after eve-
ry colony newsletter goes out. She questions some things, sends memories of 
others, and often expresses her thanks at being a Mayflower member. From 
her January letter, "I did every bit of my research myself. I took many monu-
ment rubbings and made trips to New England, met some fifth cousins, and 
also sat in a chair that belonged to Richard Warren and sat at his desk with the 
secret compartment, so I know he was truly a live person. I am so excited to 
be a member!" 

mailto:stfisher@dmcibb.net
mailto:davejudy1520@yahoo.com
mailto:willowcove@lighthouse.net
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Welcome New Members 

 
Since October, 2020, seven people have joined Toledo Colony as new members of the national 
society and the Ohio Society. Welcome to all! 
 
 Olga Budke and brother Dane Budke transitioned from Junior Members to adult members, 

the first to do so in our colony in a long, long time. Member mother Dr. Heidi (Reddin) 
Budke has been a Life Member since her childhood and both she and her husband Daniel 
felt it important for their children to continue in the Mayflower member tradition. Olga and 
Dane's hometown is Findlay, Ohio, but Olga will graduate from the U.S. Air Force Acade-
my this spring and Dane spends his months at Trine University in Angola, IN. 

 
 Tina (Harter) Cruz of Saint Joseph, MO, joined in October. She is a cousin to our Heather 

Reichert who urged her to join through the Ohio Society.  
 
 Cassi Traunero is our newest member, election date 2 February 2021. She is a college stu-

dent and a daughter of member Andrea Traunero of Tiffin.  
 
 Three sisters all entered on the same day in November, 2020. Carol Ann (Cowell) Tomasic 

lives in Waterville, OH, so all three chose the Ohio Society. Bonnie Sue (Cowell) Walen-
dzik lives in Pontiac, MI, and sister Janet (Cowell) Blanchard lives in Puyallup, WA. How 
nice all seven have come in because of family to the colony family! 

ELECTION ANNIVERSARIES (January - June) 
 
5 years    Stephen Bennett, Dorothea Lofquist,  
  Ashley Phillips, Kay Phillips 
10 years    Carolyn Edmonds, Sandra Schmitt 
  John MacDonald 
15 years    Tom Draut 
25 years    Susan Fisher, Richard Wunderley 
35 years    Meg Noah 
40 years    Steve Huss 
65 years     Richard Dunham 
 
100 members:  67 women   33 men 
 
24 members live in 14 states other than Ohio: WA; VA; 
TX; PA; NC; MO; MI; IN; IL; GA; FL; CO; CA; AZ 

34 members within one hour drive of our usual 
meeting site in Toledo 
33 members (including 3 officers) within a two 
hour drive 
10 members with multiple ancestors proven 
12 most proven by Steve Martin 
100 number of cousins happy to be with you 

Numbers by ancestor: 
George Soule  18            James Chilton 5 
Edward Fuller 9            Henry Samson 1 
Edward Doty 4            Myles Standish 7 
Richard Warren 16          John Tilley 2 
William Bradford 7           William White 4 
William Brewster 9         Stephen Hopkins 1 
John Howland 14            John Alden 3 
Francis Cooke 1            Thomas Rogers 2 
Priscilla Mullins Alden 1        

TOLEDO COLONY BY STATISTICS 
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An Occasion to Remember 
This year will be the 400th anniversary of the Plymouth Pilgrims' first Thanksgiving. Our Ohio Society offers 

a time to gather in commemoration and to catch up with our Mayflower cousins 
after a long isolation. I (your colony Lt. Governor) urge our Toledo Colony 
members to attend. Often only one person from our colony is at such gatherings; 
this is a chance to gain more friends with like interests.   

 

The dates are October 1-2 at the Columbus Airport Marriott. Room reservations 
can be made now at (614) 475-7551 under Society of Mayflower Descendants in 
the state of Ohio. Last day for reduced rate registration is August 11.  

 

Saturday offers photos with your ancestor, colony, and family groups, speaker presentations, vendors, tradi-
tional Thanksgiving lunch, annual meeting, and cookbook sales. Speaker Noelle Granger will base her presen-
tations on Mary Allerton Cushman, the youngest child who boarded the Mayflower. The children's presenta-
tion will tell about the roles and apprenticeship of boys and girls growing up in Plymouth Colony.  The gen-
eral presentation will be about the role of religion in the governance of the colony and the women's role in the 
health of the family and community.  Ms. Granger's book, The Last Pilgrim: The life of Mary Allerton Cush-
man, will be for sale. 

 
Toledo Colony members, please mark your calendars now for October 1-2, make your hotel reservation, and 
watch both the State and colony newsletters for more information on event registration. 

Remembering Loved Ones... 
 
Two colony "June Bugs" who have passed on since fall of 2020.  

 
Prayers for...the family of William Stoll, father of our Treasurer Jeffrey Stoll, left us at 
age 101. He died peacefully at home in Toledo on November 15, 2020. Bill attended 
colony meetings faithfully with his wife Evelyn (the Mayflower member) and son Jeff. 
He served in the U.S. Army in England in World War II. 
 
Prayers for...the family of Edith Huffer, wife of member Walter Huffer. She died of 
COVID19 on December 8, 2020, in Lima. She attended our colony meetings with Wal-
ter and their son until nursing home services became necessary. Walter continues to 
show active interest in the colony news and activities. 
 

Also remember the family of David Broehl, husband of Ohio Society Counselor Margo Broehl. He died of 
COVID19 in mid- October, 2020.  
 
Our Elder David Martin sent sympathy cards to all three of these families.  
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Dear Toledo Mayflower Colony member, 
I'm excited to let you know that the colonies in conjunction with the Ohio Mayflower Society is creating a cus-
tom cookbook featuring favorite recipes from our members. These cookbooks will be professionally published 
by Morris Press Cookbooks and are sure to be a treasured keepsake for each of us. Money raised will be used 
for Ohio Mayflower Society and Colony programs. 
 
We would really like to have you submit  3-5 of your favorite recipes so you can be represented in our cook-
book. Many recipes from all members will ensure that our cookbook is a success. We are using Morris Press 
Cookbook's website to easily submit recipes online. If you do not have internet access, our committee can en-
ter them for you. (You will be provided a Recipe Collection Sheet).  
 
Please submit your recipes by July 30, 2021 in order to meet our shipping deadline. 
 
This 3-ring binder cookbook with your recipes, and history of the General Society of Mayflower Descendants, 
Ohio Mayflower history, and history of each of our Ohio colonies will be a wonderful keepsake and would 
make a wonderful gift. We anticipate a great demand for our cookbooks, and we want to be certain to order 
enough.  
 
The cookbooks will be available for pick up at our 400th Anniversary of the First Thanksgiving In America 
celebration to be held October 1-2, 2021 in Columbus, OH. The pick-up cost will be $20.00. You will need to 
notify me if you would rather have it mailed to you, the cost will be $25.00, which includes S/H. 
 
To Submit Recipes Online: 
Go to www.typensave.com and click 'Login'. 

• Enter the User name: ohiomayflower 

• Enter the password:  peanut658 and click 'Submit' 

• Enter your name and click 'Continue' 
Click 'Add recipes' to begin adding your recipes. 

To Submit Recipes in Paper Form: (only to USPS mail recipients) 
Use enclosed Recipe Collection Sheet to submit by paper. 

Recipe Writing Tips: 

• When adding recipes, review the "Tips" and use standard abbreviations. 

• Only enter 1 ingredient per ingredient line. 

• List ingredients in order of use in the ingredients list and directions. 

• Include container sizes, e.g., (16-oz.) pkg., (24-oz.) can. 

• Write directions in paragraph form, not in steps. 

• Use names of ingredients in the directions, e.g., "Combine flour and sugar." DO NOT use statements like, 
"Combine first three ingredients." 

• Include temperatures and cooking, chilling, baking, and/or freezing times. 

• Additional comments about the recipe (history, nutritional data, suggested uses, etc.) are not allowed unless 
a "Recipe Note" filed is visible. Enter extra content in that field. 

• Recipe contributor to include: your name, your colony, your initial ancestor. 
 
Hilda (project chair) has offered to help Toledo Colony, Thank you, Hilda. 

 
Susan Fisher 
Ohio Mayflower, Toledo Colony  

What’s Your Favorite Recipe?  

To reserve your copies, email  
Hilda Pappas at 

hildapappas@gmail.com   

with the number of cookbooks you 
will be purchasing.  

If you do not have email, you may 
contact Hilda at 740-819-5529. 

(Please leave name and phone number 
if no one answers.)  

Cookbook Categories continued on page 5 
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Scholarship 
Awarded 

The Toledo Colony scholarship was 
awarded to Junior Member Ciara Carr, 
to be used in this, her second semester 
as a sophomore at Hillsdale College. 
She is an English major and Music 
minor. Ciara is actively involved on 
campus as a resident assistant, student 
ambassador for admissions, and vol-
unteers at a local pregnancy center as 
well as being a journal buddy with an 
elementary student in the community.  
 
Her Pilgrim ancestor is George Soule. 
Dawn (Niederhauser) Carr, her moth-
er, the Mayflower member and news-
letter editor, and her father Scott live 
in Anderson, IN. Ciara is a past 
GSMD scholarship winner also.  
 
The essay topic was "What the Pil-
grims Brought on Their Journey." 
Ciara's essay concentrated on the in-
tangibles: their tireless work ethic; 
commitment to their community; the 
unwavering belief in the power of reli-
gious liberty and the providence of 
God.   
 
Congratulations, Ciara! 
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Cont’d from page 4| 

Cookbook Categories: 

 Appetizer & Beverages / Dips 
 Soups & Salads / Salad Dressings  
 Vegetables & Side Dishes / Casseroles Pastas  
 Main Dishes / Barbecue Beef Chicken Ham Lamb Meat Sauce Pork Sausage Seafood 
 Breads & Rolls / Bread Sticks Coffee Cakes Donuts & Fritters Muffins Quick Breads 

Yeast Breads Quick Rolls Yeast Rolls 
 Desserts / Cakes Cheesecakes Cobblers Frostings Pies Pie Crusts Puddings Sauces & Syr-

ups Miscellaneous 
 Cookies & Candy Bars / Candy Cookies Fudge Miscellaneous 
 This & That / Brunch Canning Jams & Jellies Miscellaneous  

From GSMD, NEHGS, and FamilySearch: 

A New, Searchable Digital Database of Mayflower  

Society Membership Applications is now available! 
  

GSMD, NEHGS, New England Historic Genealogical Society, and 

FamilySearch International have made available an outstanding 

GSMD members-only benefit. GSMD Members are now able to 

search the database of GSMD membership applications, 1620-1920. 

This benefit is free for GSMD members. 

To access this digital database, GSMD members must: 

• Log in to the members' only section of the GSMD website. 

• Click on the Partnerships Banner. 

• Click on the GSMD and NEHGS Partnership Tab. 

• There you will find an explanation of the digital database. 

• Then, you will click on the pink access description and arrive at 

the digital database. 

 

Or you may type in the following link if you are logged in as a 

GSMD member: 

https://www.themayflowersociety.org/members-only/gsmd-and-

nehgs--  
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Member Highlight—Steven Martin 

I descend twenty-six times from fourteen Mayflower passengers. My Mayflower ancestors 
are John Billington, Eleanor Billington, Francis Billington, William Brewster, Mary Brew-
ster, Peter Browne, Francis Cooke, Dr. Samuel Fuller, Thomas Rogers, Joseph Rogers, John 
Tilley, Joan Hurst Tilley, Elizabeth Tilley Howland and John Howland. I started this journey 
in July of 2017 with John Tilley who is my 12th,13th and 14th Great grandfather and became 
a member 9 December 2017. I decided to start with John Tilley because I knew that most of 
my Mayflower ancestors would connect into this line like pieces to a puzzle. I was persistent 
with my research over the next three years. I would submit a new supplemental just as soon 
as my last submission was approved. My final two Mayflower ancestors that were approved 
were William and Mary Brewster 6th March 2020. All these ancestors are from my paternal 
side only. It is possible my maternal line still holds some secrets! 
 
I have been asked often as to why I spent the time and money certifying everyone in each 
family group. My answer has never changed, and I have no regret. My answer is this, each 
passenger had a unique experience and life which should be remembered. I know that down 
the road the possibility exists that one of my cousin’s may decide to join the Mayflower So-
ciety. I want them to have the choice of deciding which Mayflower ancestor that I have prov-
en stirs their interest. I also wanted to provide them with the most complete research for their 
line of descent. I currently have one Cousin Laurie Mentley who has joined the Michigan 
Society of Mayflower Descendants under Dr. Samuel Fuller. 
 
I retired from the Ingham County Sheriff’s Office in Mason, Michigan in September 2012 after 25 years of 
service. I started in the corrections division and then was transferred to the road patrol where I worked as a 
Deputy Sheriff/ Paramedic. Ingham County was one of several counties that had fully licensed police officers 
and fully licensed paramedics. I was promoted to the rank of Sergeant in 1999. I was assigned as a supervisor 
over several divisions, Road patrol, Transport and Corrections. I had a rewarding career where I had saved 
many lives and had many great experiences. I was awarded a Bravery award, many Meritorious Service 
awards and several Unit Citations. I received a “Resolution” from the Ingham County Board of Commission-
ers for all my career accomplishments. I was blessed beyond measure to be able to retire at 46 ½ years old. I 
am a graduate of the 54th Mid-Michigan Police Academy at Lansing Community College. I am also a gradu-
ate of the Lansing Fire Academy Paramedic School. 
 
My wonderful wife Kathy and I had three children. We unexpectedly lost our 28year old Son Nathan on De-
cember 19, 2019. We have two daughters Ashley 31 and Brittney 29. Our daughter Ashley and son-in-law 
Jesse have 3 boys, Caiden, and identical newborns Killian and Daxton. Brittney is not married yet, but she 
has an amazing boyfriend who I expect to be asking for her hand soon. 
 
I have always been interested in genealogy and hereditary societies. I am a member of the Pilgrim John Bil-
lington Society, Francis Cooke Society, Pilgrim John Howland Society, Elder William Brewster Society, 
Thomas Rogers Society, Thomas Minor Society, Sons of The Revolution (Michigan Chapter) Current Regis-
trar for SRMI. Society of the War of 1812 (Michigan Chapter). Sons of the Union Veterans of the Civil War. 
Past Camp Commander of the Curtenius Guard Camp #17 Sunfield/Lansing. Company A, 14th Michigan 
Volunteer Infantry, SVR “Irish Rifle’. I am going to try my best at completing my Founders and Patriots of 
America application this year, which I qualify for. 
 
I am an avid hunter, fisherman and I love my 2004 Harley Davidson, my 1966 Chevy II SS and my 1953 
Willy’s Jeep. My most favorite thing though is spending time with my family. 
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Member Highlight—Andrea Traunero 

My Mayflower Ancestor is Myles Standish.  He is my 8th Great Grandfather.  My lineage for him is as follows  Myles 

Standish, Josiah Standish 1633-1690 , Mercy Standish 1685-1746, Mary Standish Wheelock 1728-1809,  Alvan Bing-

ham 1754-1843,  Sophia Bingham 1801-1884, Catharine Sophia Hunt 1834-1912, Zenetta C. Harrison 1866-

1952, Florence Kathryn White 1905-1995  Nancy Jane Harter 1936- to me, Andrea Renee Forbes. 

 

Until recently, I was the only person in my family line that is a member of the General Society of Mayflower Descend-

ants.  Last night (Feb. 11, 2021) my daughter, Cassandra Traunero received an email from Ohio Historian, Ann Gulbran-

sen, with her Ohio and GSMD verification member numbers, so now we officially number two. 

 

Mayflower ancestry “rumors” have been passed down through our family line since the time of Myles Standish’s arri-

val.  As a pre-teenager, I found an old family genealogical book at my grandmother’s house on the Harrison Family.  

Probably out of curiosity and the need to find something to occupy my time, I perused through the book.  Lo and behold, 

I stumbled across Mercy Standish’s name, knowing the last name was a link to the Mayflower passenger. I took the in-

formation to my grandmother and she said that she had never looked to see if there was a connection, but had always 

heard her mother, Zenetta Harrison, talk about how they were descendants of Myles.  Years passed, but the information 

always stayed with me; the book was never to be found again.  I started doing some simple online research about five 

years ago, as the tree began to grow and the concentration focused on that connection.  Letters and photos saved in the 

family going back to Catherine Hunt was a huge help in verifying the births, deaths, and marriages.  After locating the 

Standish Silver Book at our local Presidential Library all the dots connected together as her mother, Sophia Bingham 

was included in the mention as a fifth-generation Standish and as we say, the rest was all history. 

 

Being self-employed along with my husband, we own the Traunero Funeral Home and Crematory in Tiffin.  Writing 

about other’s past life is something that we have done for 24 years, with our ownership of the funeral home.  It was just 

a natural fit to add genealogical research to my after work hobby. 

 

Columbus Grove High School was my first graduation, from there Bowling Green State University was where I obtained 

my Bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education K-8 in 1985. 1991 I received an M.A. in Educational Supervision and 

Administration from the University of Dayton.  Educational careers were spent at Elida Local Schools at Gomer Ele-

mentary teaching first graders for 9.5 years.  Then a move to Tiffin occurred to purchase the funeral home and I spent 

one-year teaching second graders at St. Mary Catholic School, Tiffin.  It was time for me to become a licensed funeral 

director, so I left teaching to pursue a funeral director’s license for our funeral home and have owned Traunero Funeral 

Home for 24 years. 

 

Richard, my husband, is one of seven children, I am an only child.  We have two children, Robert and Cassandra as she 

is mentioned earlier.  I received my Mayflower pin during a Toledo Colony Meeting that took place in Tiffin while din-

ing at Fort Ball Pizza Palace and then a trip to our Civil War Museum in town.  

 

While touring the museum it occurred to me that on both sides of my family we 

had a lot of Patriots. The museum visit struck a chord to my paternal side. John 

McBride my 2nd Great Grandfather, was a P.O.W. at Andersonville, Ga.  He saved 

his own life there, by the ability to keep his barbering scissors with him.  He cut 

fellow prisoner's hair for bits of bread and scraps as payment for barbering to help 

keep himself sustained.  With those scissors, he passed down the scissors to his 

daughter.  The scissors took a varied route and landed in my possession, after my 

father, felt I would be the person to continue to its safety within the family.   

 
Also, during the Pandemic beginning Feb 2020 – November 2020, I organized a 
Facebook group called Helping Hands in Seneca County in making face masks for our all peoples in our county in 
which we, along with 175 sewists, produced over 54,300 masks all for free for anyone in our county or surrounding are-
as including businesses, schools, hospitals, and individuals.  But that is a story for another day. 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/21192982/person/102124365926
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/21192982/person/29803156119
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/21192982/person/29803014607
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/21192982/person/29803156119
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/21192982/person/29803014607
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/21192982/person/29803156119
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/21192982/person/29803014607
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/21192982/person/29803156119
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/21192982/person/29803000219
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/21192982/person/1043528056
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/21192982/person/29803000219
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/21192982/person/1043528056
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/21192982/person/29803000219
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/21192982/person/1043528056
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Member Highlight—Vickie Kuli 

I was very excited to visit Plymouth in the Fall of 2019 and become better acquainted with my ancestors in 
this way.  Edward Fuller is my membership ancestor, and upon searching in Plymouth for his gravesite, I dis-
covered that his family graves were most likely among those that were destroyed by a flood ravaging the Pil-
grim graveyard.  Those remains are encased in a shrine that now sits on the hill above the remains of Plym-
outh Rock. 
 
Genealogy has been an interest of mine since I was given a brief family history when I was about 12 years 
old.  Raised in western Pennsylvania, we had a rich US history all around us.  I had recently been given a 
typewriter and was tasked with the copying of this family history by my Mother, who wished to have one for 
our family to keep.  (I still have that typewritten copy of mine in my mementoes.)  Mum's aunts additionally 
added to my interest of family history when a family tree was offered for sale to family members and my 
Mother purchased one for our family. This paper roll is large enough to cover my dining room table.  It con-
tains hundreds, if not thousands of names in print no larger than 1/4" tall.  My father's family is where Edward 
Fuller, my Mayflower Ancestor is found.  No details were given about him specifically, but my father always 
when questioned about "what" we were, would answer "English, Irish, Scotch and Dutch".  That phrase would 
prove to be surprisingly accurate when I received results of my DNA test years ago. 
 
I am anxiously awaiting next February, when my husband and I are retiring!  I have been employed for our 
almost 44 years of marriage in diverse employment as we moved many times for his job as a metallurgical 
engineer.  We have lived in Indiana, Pennsylvania, New York, Ohio, Kentucky, and back again to Ohio 
throughout his change of employers.  I have found work in my accounting and business management degree
(s) training as a Red Cross Accountant, private accounting offices, various office positions, Purchasing Ana-
lyst, Church Youth Director and H&R Block Tax employee. I am currently enjoying a career that I found in 
Kentucky, where I left an office job to help a church friend with her business.  Interior decorative painting 
under the business name of Lighthouse Wall Designs is where I have found many clients who inevitably be-
come friends.  This has been my "work" for 23 years since our latest move to Ohio, and I have also done work 
remodeling, refinishing furniture, quilting, mending, upholstery and just about anything else I am asked to 
assist with.  I was raised the oldest of 4 children and helped my Dad with his repair jobs.  He taught me much 
of my self sufficient practicalities.  Mum taught me sewing, Grandma taught me knitting, a neighbor taught 
me to crochet.  I am never bored! 
 
With 3 children, now 40, 38 and 34, I was always busy.  An additional 5 family members now are our grand-
children who keep us busy as well.  I hope to involve them in Mayflower Society as they age and become in-
terested themselves.   
 
During my Mayflower Research, I was assisted by Heather Reichert, and through our friendship, I am now 
also a DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) member.   
 
I would not consider myself a vora-
cious reader, but always have stacks 
of books that I have read sitting near-
by.  Magazines and books dealing 
with historical subjects are at the top 
of my wish lists.  As I learn more and 
more about family history, it is easier 
to understand and relate to the facts 
of our history, not just in the US, but 
the World.   

• The State Society website is www.ohiomayflower.org 

• The National Society website is www.TheMayflowerSociety.org.  

• The Mayflower Shop: TheMayflowerSociety.org 

• Facebook: facebook.com/TheMayflowerSociety    

• Twitter: twitter.com/gsmd   

• Instagram: Instagram.com/TheMayflowerSociety 

• YouTube: youtube.com/user/MayflowerSociety  

• www.GenealogyCenter.org  

http://www.ohiomayflower.org
http://www.TheMayflowerSociety.org

