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AGE and IMPACT

by Susan Fisher

This is a time when older age is an advantage. It brings experience and, often,
wisdom. While covid-19 is a new virus, the life changes it has brought are similar
to other events in history, even in the past 100 years. Many of us have lived
through similar events, and people often say they became stronger because of
such an event or events. This issue of the colony newsletter includes quite a bit
about changes of activities within the Mayflower Society, whether that be the
General Society of Mayflower Descendants (GSMD) or The Society of Mayflower Descendants in the state of Ohio (SMDOH).
Age often brings wisdom. Please decide for your best interest if you will attend the proposed colony gathering at Wolcott House on 18 July. Read the related
article and then, if you are going to attend, please let Jeff Stoll know by July 1st.
Email: willowcove@lighthouse.net
Tel: 906-440-5088
Mail: 5510 Ottawa River Road Toledo OH 43611-2257
The decision whether to continue with this gathering will be made on 1 July. If
it is postponed to the summer of 2021 or cancelled, you will be notified by email
and a notice will be posted on the SMDOH website: www.ohiomayflower.org
One impact of change often is new opportunities. One is that the colony scholarship is being offered this year, with a deadline earlier than usual. Share the information and forms. Qualified adult members and Junior Members are urged to
apply. However, Junior Members do not receive this newsletter, so please share
with them. Other articles in this issue will give internet sites so you can still visit
far-away places related to Mayflower 400 activities---and next, Mayflower 401.
Enjoy your travels!

Summer Colony Meeting
When:

Saturday 18 July at 1:00 pm

Where:

Wolcott House Museum Complex, Tel: 419-893-9602
1031 River Road, Maumee, OH 43537

Cost:

$5 for seniors, $6 regular admission. Please pay at the museum.

No meal together. Picnic tables are available on the grounds if you wish to
take your own food and eat there.
Reservations by Wed 1st July to Jeffrey Stoll, willowcove@lighthouse.net or
906-440-5088; address: 5510 Ottawa River Road, Toledo OH 43611
The decision whether to continue with this gathering will be made on 1 July. You
will be notified of postponement or cancellation, or check on the SMDOH website,
www.ohiomayflower.org

Next Colony Meeting
14 November at Swan Creek. Pete Wilhelm speaking on the Black Swamp.
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Age -- Happy 80th Birthday!
The first meeting of Toledo Colony was March 20, 1940, with the formal presentation of the charter on
April 20, 1940. Charter Members: Please pardon any misspellings due to difficulty of reading the penmanship of the time. Interestingly, the women's own names are included, a rarity of the time. Usually they were
known only as Mrs. husband's first and last name.
Balford, Mrs. Fordice (Cecila Schneider)
Blount, Mrs. Paul C. (Zilpha Aldriel)
Bowen, Mrs. Henry C. (Harriet Cole)
Case, Mrs. Warren, Jr. (Lillian Gillespie)
Cassady, Miss Ruth Hall
Cossitt, Mrs. Henry D., Sr. (Tettie Truesdall)
Cossitt, Mr. Henry Deda
Dunbar, Miss Grace E.
Eastell, Mrs. Eldred W. (Jessie Seagrave)
Greene, Mrs. J. W. (Mildred Smila)
Hall, Mrs. Franklin E. (Lois Smila)
Harris, Mrs. Elizabeth R. (Sophia Rawson)
Mitchell, Mrs. H. C. (Florence Cole)
Murray, Mrs. R.D. (Almena Seagrave)
Phoutt, Mrs. Charles O. (Martha Morton)
Sargeant, Mrs. Walter S. (Dorothy Robbins)
Smila, Mrs. S. F. (Hattie Hemmings)
Smila, Mr. Wallace Harold
Teale, Mrs. Russell F. (BLanche Dunbar)
Thomas, Mrs. O.H. (Jennie Rawson)
At our 75th birthday celebration, Marge Waterfield shared that meetings in the early days of the colony usually had about 15 people, there were no elections of officers, no programs, no minutes, and thus--Impact-much was lost in the way of records upon the death of Lois Hall. What records we do have are stored at the
R.B. Hayes Presidential Library and Museums in Fremont, Ohio.

JUNE 2020 MAYFLOWER SOCIETY

Page 3

Impact and Opportunity: Wolcott House July Tour
Thank you to Paula Niederhauser for collecting the specifics about Wolcott House Museum.
Impact: If government regulations allow, the next colony meeting will be offered on Saturday, 18 July, at the
Wolcott House in Maumee, a suburb of Toledo. This historic complex preserves items of the early 1880's and
information about early settlers of the Maumee Valley. The staff plan to open the house/museum on 6 June.
Groups of 10 would be led by a docent. No buildings or out buildings are handicapped accessible. Every
building has at least three steps. People who can make it up the steps usually tour the lower level only. Benches and chairs are available for resting between buildings. The out buildings are "tour on your own."
•

Picnic tables are available if you wish to eat your packed lunch on the grounds. The church there
can be used for shelter in case of inclement weather. Toledo Colony will not be eating together
by plan on the 18th.

•

Inside the Wolcott House will be a special exhibit for the 100th anniversary of the ratification of the 19th
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. The Maumee Valley Historical Society will present "The Iconic Suffragette," focusing on the women who led the movement. Original garments of the period will be on display also.

•

You might wish to take a mask. At the writing of this article (late May), Ohio government regulations for
July are not known.
Opportunity: We can do this tour on 18 July or it can be postponed to summer, 2021. If you will attend
this 18 July, please let Jeff Stoll know by July 1st. His contact information is on the front page under Colony
Meeting. The decision will be made that day. You will be notified if this event is postponed, and it will be
posted on the SMDOH website: www.ohiomayflower.org

Have You Heard . . .
You are encouraged to share your joys and conceerns with other colony members, such as special anniversaries
and Junior Members graduating from high school or a post-high school institution. Members are encouraged to
pray for each other. To have your special event included, send the information to Dawn Carr or Susan Fisher.









On 14 March Wayne and Paulette Brewster celebrated their 56th wedding anniversary. Best
wishes from your colony cousins! They had a nice dinner for two in a quiet restaurant the night
before public dining was closed in Ohio because of COVID19.
One of our own Junior Members, Ciara Carr, was awarded the $3,000 GSMD 2019 scholarship. She was
featured in our Fall 2019 edition of the Toledo Colony Chronicle. Ciara was also pictured on p. 7 of the
Winter 2019 Volume 85, No. 4, of The Mayflower Quarterly Magazine. An explanation of the scholarship
application process is on pp. 44-45. The dark blue cover of that issue also pictures Dr. Don Nichols of the
Ohio Society in the middle picture in the bottom row. Page 36 explains his award. Dr. Don is a Past Governor of SMDOH and a descendant of George Soule.
Toledo Colony will host the Annual Assembly for the Ohio Society in 2022, one year later than we first
thought.
The Library of Michigan Services and Collections information in Lansing is available at 517-373-1300 or
any of the three emails: librarian@michigan.gov OR catalog: www.answercat.org (archived books are
listed in here also) OR www.mi.gov/libraryofmichigan
The Colony Board of Assistants approved a $425 donation to the GSMD Meetinghouse Project. A check
was sent to the Ohio Treasurer to be included with the donations from the other four Ohio colonies.
Any member or friend of Toledo Colony may submit an article to the Toledo Colony Chronicle.
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Revised Schedule for 400th Anniversary
Plymouth 400 has revised their schedule of anniversary events. Published on May 27, 2020, the following web
address gives thorough details of the updated celebration events. Try to copy and paste it into a web browser.
https://www.nbcboston.com/news/local/plymouth-400-announces-revised-schedule-for-anniversaryevents/2131738/?_osource=db_npd_nbc_wbts_twt_shr
Or go to www.NBCBoston.com and search “Plymouth 400”
Here is a short summary of a few events and dates that are in
the article.
In 2020:
Indigenous History Conference, Oct. 29-30
Illuminate Thanksgiving 2020, Nov. 20-25
In 2021:
Plymouth 400 Remembrance Ceremony, April 23, 2021
Wampanoag Ancestors Walk, May 2021
Official Maritime Salute to the 400th Anniversary, June 25-27, 2021
Cancellations:
Plymouth 400 Commemoration Opening Ceremony. The ceremony, originally scheduled for April 24, 2020,
was cancelled. While it is not possible to recreate this event in its entirety, some elements of the ceremony will
be incorporated into other events.

Children’s Corner: Texas Junior 2020 Committee Chair
Allison Sharer Leads Juniors to Commemorate 400th Anniversary
By Allison Sharer, Houston Colony Mayflower Junior
Hello Mayflower Juniors and Happy New Year! 2020 is an exciting year for us as we commemorate the 400th anniversary of the Mayflower arriving with our ancestors. I’ve created a new website
at www.mayflowerjuniors2020.org specifically for kids and teens.
I hope you will visit the website and let me know what you think. I would love for every Mayflower Junior to
think of something they are thankful for so that we can post it on our Wall of Gratitude. Use the link on the
website to send it directly to me.
Also on the website is an essay contest. All essays must be submitted in English, but the contest is open to
those 8 – 18 years old currently living in either the United States, the United Kingdom or the Netherlands. Essays are due by November 1, 2020. We will have the results in time for our Compact luncheons. Please see
the website for all the specifics.
Another page highlights some of the games that Pilgrim children played. The pictures on the website are of
real games that we built or sewed to take to festivals, libraries, classrooms, or just about anywhere. If you were
at the Houston Compact luncheon, then you may have had a chance to play already. One last thing to check
out on our website is a cool Pilgrim-themed computer game designed by my brother, Jason.
If you would like to contact me directly, my email is mayflowerjuniors2020@gmail.com.
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Member Highlight Posthumous
Gordon Wildermuth was a descendant of Richard Warren and had been a member of Toledo Colony for 41
years, since May, 1979. He and current active colony member Walter Huffer were distant cousins. His first
wife Patricia died after 20 years of marriage. Ten years later he married Hannelore and moved to her town of
Hamburg, Germany. Gordon died after being struck by a motor vehicle while crossing the street in Hamburg
on 7 February 2020.
Gordon was born in Bath Township east of Lima, Ohio. He was a 1955 graduate of Lima South High
School, a 1961 graduate of the University of Cincinnati with a Bachelor of Science in Architecture, and attained the rank of sergeant in the U.S. Army Special Forces, the Green Berets.
Professionally, he helped lead architectural firm Skidmore, Owings, and Merrill in global planning, cultural relevance in buildings, sustainable design, and urban context in their placement. He led architectural projects in the U.S., England, Hong Kong, and Saudi Arabia. An avid traveler, Gordon's journeys took him nearly everywhere in the world. He witnessed sunrises at Uluru in Australia and at Machu Pichu, staying with the
tribes of Papua New Guinea, crossing Russia on the Trans-Siberian Railway, touched by a lowland gorilla in
Rwanda, rescued by Maasai tribesmen when his vehicle was stuck in mud in Tanzania, , and witnessing the
downfall of Ferdinand Marcos in Manilla. He learned from everyone with whom he worked, whether it was
his grandfather Charles Mason farming in Bath Township, his cousin Robert Mason baling hay, his uncle John
Baldwin drilling wells in Allen County, or with world-known individuals.
His greatest concern was personal: concern and care for others. His tender care of his parents and wives
was deeply touching and instructive to all who observed it. Gordon was comfortable with people from all
walks and stations of life. His greatest concerns were for the damage being done to the planet and for a country
he felt had greatly regressed in the quality of its vision and leadership during his lifetime.

Paula & Don Niederhauser celebrating their 60th
anniversary with family and their church.

Did You Know...




William Mullins took 80 pairs
of shoes from Leiden to the
New World.
Leyden Street in Plymouth,
MA, is the oldest continuously
inhabited street in the U.S.

Websites for Mayflower 400th Information
https://www.themayflowersociety.org/2020
https://www.mayflower400leiden.com/
https://www.plymouth400inc.org/
https://www.mayflower400uk.org/
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Mayflower 400 Impact and Opportunities
Impacts:
With the arrival of the covid-19 virus came impacts. Specific for Mayflower members and friends were the
cancellation of the General Society's Congress in September of this year and the postponement of the Ohio
Society's Mayflower 400 event that was to have been held early in May of this year. Colony meetings and
activities have been effected in the same ways. We now meet as faces in squares on the computer screen rather than across tables at luncheons or picnics. Even internationally, the Mayflower 400 activities were to
begin in Leiden, the Netherlands, on 18 May. Those became a virtual tour.
Opportunities:
However, new events are arising. Editor Dawn Carr found a wonderful internet link to the events that will be
offered in the Plymouth, MA, area by GSMD in 2021, our ancestors' 401st arrival anniversary and the 400th
of their first Thanksgiving. When you read the article "Revised Schedule for 400th Anniversary" in this edition of the colony newsletter, hopefully you used the link. It is exciting to read and dream about the fun to
come and the history to re-live. As to Ohio's event, plans are in progress for the fall of 2021.
If you missed the virtual tour of Leiden, follow the link below. Peggy Reid, a member of the Cincinnati Colony, has a timed summary for you to use. It is well worth setting aside the time to see places that existed before and at the time our ancestors were in Leiden. Thank you, Peggy!
Some Mayflower members had trouble watching the virtual 'Leiden400' tour - where Leiden, Holland kicked
off their celebration of the 400th anniversary of the Pilgrim's crossing to America by this tour of their city and
also the places where the Pilgrims lived. It was fun to see (but perhaps that's because I was there in 2007). It's
3:45 hours long, but you can push ahead on the timeline bar, whenever you wish. I took notes, and below are
some of the more notable places they visited, along with the rough times they were there. So, for those who
had trouble or missed it, I hope you enjoy it now!
With love,
Peggy
Here are two links:
1. The official description of their tour (but I took timed notes, and they are below):
https://leiden400.nl/en/programitem/online-opening-leiden400 And,…
2. The actual tour. NOTE this video counts down ONE HOUR before the tour starts. Just put your cursor on the timeline bar, and move it forward to 1:01: {Also, make sure the video sound button is not on
mute.] https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=93RVD88zWo8
Hour 0:00 - 1:20: the tour started by going to 2 Leiden museums. At the first museum, their info. & Wampanoag artifacts were talked about outside the museum, and on film. In the second museum, they went inside to
see Pilgrim artifacts. These were interesting, especially the second museum, but very long, and a bit drawn
out.
Hour 1:20 - 1:25: they were in the old part of the city, showing where the Pilgrims arrived from Amsterdam. The city motto is "For the Sake of Freedom". The motto of the Univ. of Leiden (founded 1575) is "The
Seat of Liberty"; these mottos giving you clues as to why the Pilgrims ultimately chose Leiden, when they
fled from England.
Hour 1:30 - 1:42: the Leiden American Pilgrim Museum, and director Jeremy Bangs. Chartered in 1997, it's
a small museum dedicated to the Pilgrims and their time in Leiden. It's a preserved house built between 13651370, containing furnishings and artifacts from the late 1500's. In other words, this house would have been

J UPage
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there, and pretty much as is, at the time the Pilgrims lived in Leiden!
Hour 1:55 - 1:57: site of the William Brewster home, where he did the type-settings for his secret publications, publishing religious books and pamphlets that were then illegally sent over to England. There were always warrants out for the arrest of Brewster due to his publications. Also, Brewster's home was larger and
more expensive than the homes of the other Pilgrims in Leiden.
Hour 1:57 - 2:30: Pieterskerk (gothic church dedicated to St. Peter), where the Pilgrim's worshiped with their
pastor John Robinson, who came with them from England, but never made the crossing to America. He is buried there. The church guide tells some wonderful stories such as:
 the Declaration of Independence was written (and all hand written copies) were written on
Dutch paper, because it was the best at that time. And,
 that Rembrandt, who was about 13 years old at the time of the Pilgrims' residence in Leiden, was a choir
boy at this church. And,
 that George Bush & Barack Obama are related through the descendants of Thomas Blossom, who was one
of the original Pilgrims escaping England, but he didn't leave Leiden for America until 1629, nine years
after the original sailing of 1620. And,
 Jeremy Bangs believes it's possible that the Pilgrim's first Thanksgiving (1621) might have been based on
Leiden's annual Oct. 3 celebration called "Leiden Relief" (relief from the Spanish siege, but big & hearty
annual celebrations).
Hour 2:30 - 2:43: Jan Pesijnshof, a courtyard of 21 homes owned & lived in by Pastor John Robinson and 20
other Pilgrims; this is next to Pieterskerk. Then, to the house of Thomas Brewer, one of the richest Pilgrims
who was a printer working with William Brewster. Then, passing Rembrandt's boyhood school.
Hour 2:43 - 3:05: Hortus Botanicus, part of the Univ. of Leiden and one of the oldest botanical gardens in the
world. During the Pilgrims' residence, all the plants in here would have been medicinal.
Hour 3:05 - 3:22: Interview with a man who is creating a digital 'time machine' app that when pointed at any
part of the city of Leiden, it will show a recreation of the 1500's buildings that used to be in that spot!
Hour 3:26 - 3:45: Heritage Leiden, where many historical documents related to (or signed by) the Pilgrim's
are housed. They have an "Ancestor Booth" you can visit and see documents online, or have them brought
down to you. Here is the FABULOUS link to searching their online documents!! (https://
www.erfgoedleiden.nl/leiden-400-heritage-leiden-program-meet-your-pilgrim-ancestor)
Finally, they ended the 'Leiden400' tour at the site (outside of the Heritage Leiden
building) where the Pilgrims departed on a boat, sailing a few miles to Delshaven
where they first worshiped in a church for several hours, before boarding the Speedwell, first for England, then eventually leaving for America on the Mayflower. The
video then ended with a specially created 3-minute contemporary dance/ballet performed in Peterskerk.
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Toledo Colony Scholarship Guidelines
The Toledo Colony of the Society of Mayflower Descendants in the State of Ohio is offering a scholarship for
the 2020-2021 school year.
1. One $1,000 scholarship is available.
2. The applicant must a member or Junior Member of the Toledo Colony. There is no restriction on the age
or residence of the applicant.
3. For the 2020-2021 school year, the applicant must be in the second year or later of any post-high school
program, including university, college, trade, or technical schools. Qualified applicants in all study areas
are urged to apply. Preference will be given to students majoring in studies related to agriculture and/or
students majoring in genealogy/history.

4. The award is to be used only for school expenses, as defined within IRS guidelines.
5. A person may be awarded a scholarship more than one time.
6. The original essay must be written and signed by the applicant.
7. The committee will judge according to this rubric: Accuracy of historical facts 30%; content of essay
(organization, clarity of thought, grammar, punctuation) 25%; GPA 5%; bibliography 10%; letters of
recommendation 30%.
8. Please use a size 14 or larger font.
9. Send only the originals of documents.
10. The scholarship need not be given if the committee decides there are no qualified applicants.
11. The winner will be notified by late November. Expanded information about the winner will be printed in
the Colony newsletter, the Toledo Colony Chronicle, and offered to the state newsletter, The Buckeye
Mayflower.
12. The award will be paid directly to the student by the Colony Treasurer upon receiving proof that the student is enrolled for the second semester.
13. An application for the scholarship and more information is available at www.ohiomayflower.org

•

The State Society website is www.ohiomayflower.org

•

The National Society website is www.TheMayflowerSociety.org.
Members are urged to check this site often.

•

The Mayflower Shop has new items. Shop at TheMayflowerSociety.org

•

Facebook: facebook.com/TheMayflowerSociety

•

Twitter: twitter.com/gsmd

•

Instagram: Instagram.com/TheMayflowerSociety

•

YouTube: youtube.com/user/MayflowerSociety

•

Go to www.GenealogyCenter.org to enroll to receive the very informative e-zine
Genealogy Gems: News from the Allen County Public Library at Fort Wayne

